
  
 

 

    

 

OK, ITõS TIME TO RE- UP 

 

THE YEARLY MEMBERSHIP FOR PAC IS PROCESSED IN 2 PARTS ð 

JANUARY THRU JUNE, JULY THRU DECEMBER  

YOU WILL BEGIN TO RECEIVE AUTOMATED MESSAGES, COURTESY 

OF WILD APRICOT, DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND DECEMBER, 

ENCOURAGING YOU TO RENEW USING PAYPAL.  

IF YOU HAVE A PAYPAL ACCOUNT, TAKE A MINUTE AND COMPLETE 

THE PROCESS WHEN YOU OPEN THE WILD APRICOT MESSAGE.  IF 

YOU DONõT HAVE A PAYPAL ACCOUNT, TAKE AN EXTRA 3 MINUTES TO 

SET UP THE ACCOUNT, THEN A MINUTE TO PAY THE DUES é. AND 

WALLAH!!!! YOUõRE DONE. 

 

SO AS MRS. DOUBTFIRE WOULD SAY, òBE A DEAR AND PAY YOUR RE-

NEWAL DUES WHEN YOU GET THE WILD APRICOT MESSAGE.  OTH-

ERWISE ééé WEõLL HAVE TO HUNT YOU DOWNó. 

 

THANKS  

The officers of PAC  
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This month has had many ups and downs for me.  The high-

light was my son's wedding, and the low light was a series of 

letters from the FAA.  Those are never any fun.  

 

Some of you may know that I fly with a Special Issuance 3rd 

class medical certificate.  I have a stent in my heart, and have 

had type II diabetes for a long time.  Both items are very much 

under control, and I stay very active, and every year the FAA 

makes me do special testing, just for them.. I get to run a stress 

test while hooked up to an EKG, blood work, Special eye tests, 

and Letters from specialists stating the I am not likely to fall 

over dead without warning.  This stuff adds up to thousands of 

dollars each year, plus lost time from work.  
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BasicMed has been something that I have been looking forward to for 

a looooéng time, and I celebrated May 1st with the knowledge of not 

having to jump through any more flaming hoops for the FAA.  My first 

shock came on May 5th when I got as letter from the FAA stating that 

they wanted more testing. (Hey, my medical is only 8 months 

old...what gives?) Their letter was dated April 26th....5 days before 

BasicMed went into effect...They gave me 60 days to comply with their 

requests for even more testing, or they would deny my medical, which 

would mean I could no longer fly even under BasicMed.  I contacted 

the AOPA and asked them for their support and advice.  They said 

they would contact the FAA on my behalf.  You can imagine my shock 

when on Saturday May 13th I received a registered mail letter from 

the FAA stating that my Medical had been revoked, and that I should 

return my medical or face legal action.  Now,  I had all weekend to 

wait before I could contact anyone about my predicament.  If that 

didn't kill me, I doubt that much else will.  

 

Monday came around and I fired off letters to AOPA, congressmen, 

and the White House.  The only response was from AOPA.  The AOPA 

was able to contact the FAA after 3 more days, and they advised me 

to continue on gathering the newly requested medical data together.   

 

On May 22nd I received yet another letter from the FAA ... This time 

they apologized for not giving me the original 60 days to respond, 

and then restated their requirement for supplemental testing.  

 

Geez....the saga continues.  Maybe by next month I'll know more.  In 

the meantime, I'll just continue with my FAA induced stress test.  
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    Peidmont Aero Club 2017 Current Event Calendar  

Boldface events are sponsored by PAC (free or subsidized ground transport & food)  

Underlined dates are firm  

 

June 10  Saturday breakfast run to Aviators Grill & Pub 

June 10 Asheboro NCAMHOF Annual Fly-in 9am-4pm http://www.ncaviationmuseumhalloffame.com/    

 events.html  

June 11 Sunday ï Patriotôs Point (Charleston SC) and U.S.S. Yorktown tour 

June 15 Thursday - dinner meeting, speaker Rob Ransone was a flight test engineer on the B-58 Hustler     

 program and involved with rotary and VSTOL aircraft programs 

June 18-19 Airshow, Ocean City MD (Thunderbirds) 

June 24-25 Dayton Airshow (Thunderbirds) 

 

 

July 15 Saturday Sugar Valley cookout and Five Card Stud Poker Run 

July 20 Thursday dinner meeting, speaker tbd 

July 24-30 EAA Airshow, Oshkosh  

 

 

Aug 6 - Sunday Race Against your POH/AFM , Sugar Valley NC 

Aug 17 Thursday dinner meeting, speaker tbd 

 

 

Sept 8-10 Airshow, Virginia Beach (Blue Angels) 

Sept 9 - Saturday Triple Tree 

Sept 13-17 Reno Air Races 

Sept 21 Thursday dinner meeting, speaker tbd 

 

 
Oct 1,2  Red Bull races  
Oct 7 -8  Military Aviation Museum: Warbirds over the beach, Virginia Beach VA (WW1 with bi -planes & tri -
planes)  
Oct 7-15  Balloon Fiesta, Albuquerque NM  
Oct 19 Thursday dinner meeting , speaker tbd  
Oct 21  - Saturday Wings over North GA - Rome GA  
Oct 27 -28  AOPA fly -in Tampa FL  
 
 

Nov 4 - Saturday Bowl -o-rama at Spare Time  in Greensboro , Piedmont Club Video & Picture Contest 
judging  

Nov 16 Thursday dinner meeting , speaker tbd  
 

 
Dec 3 - Sunday First Flight Airport pilgrimage  

Dec 16 Thursday dinner meeting , speaker tbd  

 

 

Piedmont Aero Club  
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May 2017 Guest Speaker  éé Bill Wilkerson  

Contributed by Al Lawless  

This monthõs dinner meeting had a few new things. First was the meal ð fried rice. We simply ordered 

10 quarts of various types and let everyone dig in. It turned out to be pretty popular ð who knew?  

After Wes kicked things off, Jon Wells spoke briefly about the June 11 th  trip to see the Yorktown ð and 

event for which your membership dues will pay all transportation and entrance fees ð good deal.  Al 

briefly reminded everyone about the Warb irds on the Beach  airshow at Virginia Beach (see separate 

article).   

We soon got into the meat of the evening as LeRoy introduced his old friend Bill Wilkerson who, 

among other things, flew for Piedmont airlines here in NC.  Now retired, Bill primarily sp oke to us 

about crew resource management (CRM) and how much things evolved since the so -called good olõ 

days when the PIC often dominated the cockpit as a stereotype British ship captain. Total authority 

with no dissention in the ranks.  Perhaps that calci fied mindset was a natural outgrowth from the 

situation at the time ð some combination of the cultural deference to rank and the disparity between 

the captainõs experience vs. everyone else.  

Bill described occasions where an airliner crewõs junior members were ignored to the regret of 

everyone. It was a long trek to change the cockpit culture, but todayõs professional flight crews are 

specifically trained on CRM methods and the airlines are on board with enforcing it.  We didnõt 

discuss if other nations em phasize CRM with similar enthusiasm, but some suspect crews from 

western cultures more readily adapted than those form a hierarchal culture.  

Billõs main talk was how general aviation pilots should invoke CRM . Most of us understand the idea of 

the PIC usin g passengers as cockpit resources (e.g. hold this, hand me that, look foré).  He noted the 

PIC should take advantage of other assets to assist. For instance, your autopilot can be of great 

assistance and may be considered a cockpit resource too. Bill empha sized that the pilot must know 

how to use such devices before  needing them, less they become yet another distraction in an already 

busy cockpit. Most of Billõs emphasis was on constantly monitoring your overall safety situation and 

looking for warning  sig ns  and how they might add up. How many strikes do you need before 

scrubbing a flight?  Marginal weather + get -home -itis + marginal fuel state + complex airspace + + +. 

One way to look at this is the  PIC should constantly self -evaluate to see if he/she is  keeping ahead of 

the airplane. Listen to your gut.  

Our meeting wrapped up with Bill discussing the DC -3 restoration project heõs assisting in Spencer, 

NC. A video showed how they moved the old wings around and showed various other tasks on this 

huge task . Theyõre always looking for volunteers, so interested folks can contact the NC 

Transportation museum in Spencer (better known for the extensive train collection and roundhouse).  
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Second Saturday --  June 10
th

 

Depart KGSO 8:00 AM  

P K Airpark  

5W4     http://airnav.com/airport/5W4  

 

 

Runway  4/22  

Dimensions:  3402 x 60 ft  

Elevation:  300 ft  

CTAF/

UNICOM:  

123.0  

WX ASOS at 

FAY:  

121.25 (910 - 484 -

1546)  

Parachute  123.5 (dropzone SE of 

RWY)  

FROM KGSO:  74.5 nm  

Initial true course: 150  

FUEL  100LL  Full service:   

$5.50  

Aviators Grill & Pub   910 - 904 - 6761  

Great breakfast spot located right off the ramp .  

After arriving we will take a short walk to the Grill.  Make it 

a weekend by going on to Charleston ( KLRO) for Sundayõs 

Lunch.  

This is NOT a club sponsored event  so bring Cash or Credit 

Card.  

Joe Joplin, jjoplin@jsidata.com , Cell 336 - 202 - 0601 (text or 

call)  

Let me know if you have room for passengers!!  

 2017    JUNE  

http://airnav.com/airport/5W4
mailto:jjoplin@jsidata.com
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PAC June Dinner Meeting Announcement  

 

 

 

Piedmont Aero Club  

Another Event Organized by the

Piedmont Aero Club
Dinner Speaker

Rob Ransone
Flight Testing the Magnificent B-58
and other adventures in the late 50s and 60s

Jets

Rotorcraft

STOL

V/STOL

Thursday,  June 15th, 6:30pm
GTCC building, Stage Coach Trail, room 326

Visitors  and potential members welcome too J

Dinner courtesy of your club and your dues ς
Come and get it!

Questions? 
Contact PAC Activities Chair Al Lawless,  alawless@alawless.com

Convair
B-58 Hustler

Hiller
X-18
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